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- Tar Heels enlist

North Carolina remains a strong
L SOurce of Army recruits despite an
unpopular war in Irag that has left

v l many soldiers dead. Inside, BS

For the latest local nows updates, go to News-record .com

‘It was art from ceiling to floor”

Carla Butler, talking about the troasares that filed the home of the fate kohn Philip Condh
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Carla Butber, with Butler & Associates, is handling the estate sabe, The edectic property of John Philip Couch, whe died in March, has been tagged for the sale at his home.

PROPERTY OF A GENTLEMAN

Former UNCG professor left house filled with art, assorted treasures

By [ist ScHLOSSER
el Wriler

GREENSBOR0 — Carla
Butler never met John
Philip Cowch.

Yet, after having
practically lived in the
late UNCG professar's
home =since May, “I feel
like we know him, onby
through what he surrounded
hims=1f with "

She has been cataloging his
treasures. She says when she
first entered the lime-green,
early 1900 Quesn Anne house
on South Mendenhall Street next
to the railvoad, “Tt was art from
ceiling to foor."

Couch

Butler, of the personal
property appraisal flrm
Butler & Associates,
has cataloged in the
Couch house more than
30 pamtings and etch-
ings, thousands of art,
architecture and liter-
ary books, 2,500 vinyl
record albums and 300
CDs, antique chests,
pottery and china by pedigreed
artists, even a toy armadillo col-
lection fromy Mexico and a con-
siderable collection of vintage
maodel traimns.

Butler is calling o tag sale at
the house Saturday and Sunday

Ses Property, Fage B3

WANTTO GO?

What: Estate sale of
betonnings of lohn
Frillip Couch

When: 9 a.m. tod
pum, Saturday, 1
o4 e Sunday,
hdmittance cands
innigen hiered
seaenie (ssed
o0 mimutes hefors
Thee opeening,

Wheere: Couch
Fiome, B4 5
Mendenhall 51

The walls are filled with artwork. Couch taught French at INCG for 30
years. He spent the summers in the south of France and traveled overseas
Trequently, Proceeds from the sabe will go to dharities and nstitutions,
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Property

“The Property of a Gentle-
man."

Couch, wha taught French
at UNCE for 30 years and died
in March at age 77, wanted his
belongings sold, with proceeds
going to charities and institu-
tons.

Visitors gasp entering the
house. Art zaturates every wall.
Butler zays bathrooms became
art galleries,

When Couch added a two-
story wing abour ix vears ago,
“Tt wasn't slx months before
that was filled up,"” said friend
Virginia Tucker, whose hus-
band, James Tucker, is retired
curatar of UMCG's Weather-
spoan Art Miseum. “There was
i place to st in the house.™

Yet, lriends managed to
sgueeie in for gourmet meals
that Couch prepared.

“Onee you get hooked, you
cant stop,” Couch once said
albsout his collection.

He liked works by area art-
izts and former art students
sisch as Mand Gatewaood.

A lifelong bachelor who
came to ITNCG in 1958, Coich
wanted to lve near trains that
shake the house and to be able
o wall to work.

“He'd listen to see if traing
were on fime,” gaid Jean Bu-
chert, a retired UNCG Eng-
lish teacher whoe met Couch in
graduate achool at Yale.

Couch collected HO scale
mrdel traing. Cars soll boxed
include a 1930 radleead post of-
fice car, a 1936 observation car
and old steam engines, Train
videos Gl & chest and ralleoad
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O rooar i Tull of model trains a8 well a3 books and videas about trains, Coucli callected HO scale model traims.
Boxes include a 1930 railroad postoffice car, 4 1936 obse rration car and old steam engines,

boaks are numerous,

He liked Jugtown pottery,
awning pleces by the removwmed
pofter Ben Owen Sr.

Couch served on china by
1950 designer Russell Wright

Cabinets crammed with LPs
and CDs are mostly opera and
classical music, with an occa-
slonal surprze such as music
Fiecam “Midnight Cowlsoy,™

Butler estimates Couch's
boak collection af several thou-
sand volumes, hardback and
paper, mcluding one he wrste:
“The Opera Lovers Guide to
Eurpe,”

Artworks Include paintings
by 1%th-century French Im-
pressionist Hendd Morsset; the
verzatile man of leffers and art
Jean Cocteaun: abstract artist
Jean Arp: and Jean-Jacques
Sempe, wha did New Yorker
MEAZAZINE COVERSE,

Couch summered in the
south of France and traveled
overseas Mrequently. Friends
think Couch, the som of a bot-
any professor at UNC-Chapel
Hill, was an belr to oll money,

“He just lived a busy, intel-
lectual life,” Buachert sald.

He was one of & kind," Vie-

i .
Various armadillos from Mexico line a shelf,

ginla Tucker said, “We miss
himn"

Butler says she loves span-
ning the walls to sea an artist’s
ayilistion.

Philip Moose's large palnting
of Grandlather Mountam con-
teasts with an abatract work e
did Later, It hangs across foom
a famed opera program slgned
by singer Leontyne Price.

Butler prefers estate sales
aver guctions.

“It's the mnost respectiul and
dignified way” she zald. “Peo-
ple leave with a positive feeling
about D, Couch or whomeyver
we 2ol an estate for”

Her previous work has in-
cluded the estate of tire hair
Eayvmond Firestone of Plne-
hurst,

Couch enjoved walking to
class with his dog,

When he had to drive, he
drove a haap, An old Chevy
Cawvalier, paint laded and en-
glne dead, i= parked next to the
hoisme. “That was lis car,” But-
ler sabd. “Tt"s for sale, foe"

Contact Jint Schiosser
al 373-FORT or jschlosser
ar e S-recand comt
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